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trol.   Cooper Union is a notable institution
for working people.
New York has one of the largest city pub-
lic libraries in the world, the collections of
which are housed in a white marble building
on Fifth Avenue between 40th and 42nd
streets. Besides its great collection of books
and manuscripts, the library possesses many
valuable paintings, sculptures and pieces of
pottery. Of the various museums the most
famous is the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
The museum building, a handsome structure
on Fifth Avenue side of Central Park, con-
tains original paintings and statuary, to-
gether with reproductions of famous crea-
tions of foreign lands, collections of jewels
and porcelain and miscellaneous objects of
art of great value. The museum is open to
the public daily. On the west side of the
Park is the American Museum of Natural
History, a magnificent building in which is
one of the finest collections in natural history
to be found in the New World. The Aqua-
rium at Battery Park is widely known for
its collection of salt and fresh water life.
Water Supply. See aqueduct; croton-
aqueduct.
Transportation and Communication.
There are numerous railroads connecting New
York with other cities in the United States;
submarine cables, wireless telegraph stations,
radio, and telegraph and telephone connec-
tions place the city in communication with all
parts of the world. The principal railways
are the Erie, the New York, Ontario & West-
ern, the Lackawanna, the Philadelphia &
Eeading, the Lehigh Valley, the Central of
New Jersey, the New York & Harlem River,
the New York Central & Hudson River, the
Pennsylvania, the West Shore, the Baltimore
& Ohio and the New York, New Haven &
Hartford. The New York Central and the
New York, New Haven & Hartford occupy
Grand Central Terminal, 42nd Street and
Park Avenue, Manhattan. The Pennsylvania
station, located on 33rd Street and Seventh
Avenue, is connected with New Jersey by
tunnels under the Hudson River, and with
Long Island by tunnels under the East River.
The other lines terminate on the west bank
of the Hudson and transfer passengers and
freight by ferries or tunnels. The nation's
important bus lines terminate here.
New York has electric railways running
the length of the Island on several of the
principal streets and avenues, numerous
 cross-town lines and a very complete system
of elevated railway lines, which run from the
south end of the Island into the Bronx,
Queens, and Brooklyn. Besides these, there
are subway lines with a network of 700 miles
of rails. The urban transportation system of
New York is the most extensive of any in the
world. The surface lines are gradually being
supplanted by comfortable buses.
Ferries cross the Hudson and East rivers.
Tunnels under these rivers also connect Jer-
sey City and Hoboken, N. J., with Manhattan,
the Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens, carrying
throngs of people to and from the city night
and day. The East River is spanned by four
wonderful bridges, the Brooklyn, Williams-
burg, the Queensboro and the New Manhat-
tan, all suspension bridges fixed so high above
the river as not to impede navigation. The
Harlem River is also crossed by numerous
bridges. New York is also connected with
New Jersey by the George Washington
bridge across the Hudson, and by the Holland
tunnel. A new tunnel was begun in 1934 to
connect midtown Manhattan and the Jersey
shore. Its Manhattan terminus will be near
42nd Street.
Industry and Commerce. In manufac-
tures, New York is by far the leading Ameri-
can city. The capital invested is enormous,
and the variety and value of the articles made
is almost beyond estimate. The most impor-
tant industry is the manufacture of clothing,
the value of the annual output exceeding
that of all the manufactures of almost any
other American city. In the printing and
publishing business New York also far out-
ranks any other city of the United States.
There are approximately 25,000 manufactur-
ing establishments in the vicinity of New
York, and the city is the center of an indus-
trial section that extends into surrounding
states.
Under normal conditions about half the
foreign commerce of the United States passes
through the port of New Yorkt and the coast-
wise trade is even larger than the overseas.
The port facilities for taking care of the
vast commercial business are unsurpassed.
Government. The charter of New York
as revised in 1901, has incorporated in it the
important provisions which had proved satis-
factory in the former city of Brooklyn and
other American and European cities. The
chief changes relate to the establishment of
the borough system and to the provisions

